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and New England, and a history lesson for the paratroopers born just years
before the crumbling of the Berlin Wall.

"I've waited 60 years for this," Hughes, 81, of Port Jervis, N.Y., said to fresh-
faced Ryan McKenna, 21, an Army sergeant from Manchester who recently
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. "God, I never thought I'd live long enough to do
it."

McKenna said he was humbled by the resumes of his new fraternity brothers, a
graying group with hearing aids and a slowed march.

"They look like a bunch of old guys with canes," said John Moriarty, 68, of
Somers, a paratrooper in the mid-1950s, as he watched his fellow veterans on
the stage, doing bunny-hops out of a pretend door of a makeshift C-47. "But
what you're really looking at is part of the best fighting force America ever had."

McKenna said today's paratroopers could benefit from a rebirth of the prop blast
initiation, as long as the event is conducted like Sunday's ceremony.

McKenna admitted he was a bit nervous leading his group into initiation. But the
upbeat ribbing matched with the mutual respect McKenna said he received
bonded him with an extraordinary group of men. "This really gives you a sense
of camaraderie," McKenna said. "I feel like one of them."
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